
A harrowing read

oxfordtimes.co.uk/leisure Thursday, February 25, 2016 OXFORD TIMES 67

BOOKS & BRIDGE

BOOKINGS

TODAY

ALYSA LEVENE: CAKE

Blackwell’s Bookshop, 
Oxford
Call 01865 333623 or visit 
blackwell.co.uk
£5, 7pm to 8pm 
ALYSA Levene, author of 
Cake: A Slice of History will 
be discussing the history 
behind one of our much 
loved delicious treats. 

Alysa is a social historian at 
Oxford Brookes University 
(and enthusiastic amateur 
baker). 

She has researched and 
published articles and books 
on a variety of topics which 
connect with this book: the 
history of childhood, health, 
the family and food. 

Tickets include a special 
cupcake treat.

WEDNESDAY

CAROLINE 

ALEXANDER ON THE 

ILIAD

Blackwell’s Bookshop, 
Oxford
Call 01865 333623 or visit 
blackwell.co.uk
Free, 12.30pm to 1.30pm 
TO COINCIDE with the 
publication of a stunning new 
translation of Homer’s 
legendary tale of honour, 
love, loss and revenge, 
bestselling author Caroline 
Alexander will give a free talk 
on how the West’s great epic 
that decries war, was 
misinterpreted. 

EVENTS FOR

BOOKWORMS

ittle Winter’s 
story begins 
in Beijing 
1962, four 
years 

before Chairman Mao 
launched the Cultural 
Revolution, in this 
novel by 

� � � � � � � � � � 	
 � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � �
 writer 

Svlvia Vetta (pictured 
at her recent book 
launch). It ends in 
California. Taking the 
form of  letters to her 
daughter Little Winter 
hopes that breaking the 

JAN LEE embarks on a journey through time to 
discover issues people faced in China in the 60s

silence of  the past will enable her to see 
her mother in a new light.

 The Cultural Revolution provides the 
background to the fictional heroine’s 
life. We learn of  her mother who taught 
Russian studies and fought for The 

Oxford author Outi Pickering, who is 
originally from Finland, has clearly called on 
the knowledge of her day job as an assistant 
librarian at an National Health Service 

LOCAL AUTHOR

hospital for her comic 
novel of office politics... 
which is set in the 
library of an NHS 
hospital.

With characters like 
Mimosa MacAroon, 
Vladimir Logoff and 
Claire Twinset, 
Pickering pairs tongue-

in-cheek observation with insight into multi-
tiered management. 
Two Point Five Cheers For The Library, by 
Outi Pickering, Olympia Publishers, £8.99
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People’s Liberation 
Army, her father an 
engineer and her love 
for her childhood friend 
Weiwei and his sister 
Jia.

 In 1959, Chairman 
Mao’s Great Leap 
Forward resulted in 
starvation: peasants 
forced from the land 
into state-owned 
co-operatives making 
steel; trees burnt and 
sparrows shot for eating 
grain. Capitalist 
Roaders, those 

expressing dissent, were punished; the 
Little Red Book, celebrating the People’s 
Republic of  China, compulsory reading.

Meanwhile Little Winter and her 
friends secretly questioned the God-like 
Mao. Weiwei was imprisoned and 
tortured; Little Winter, as an artist, was 
accused. Years of  fear, imprisonment 
and torture followed for anyone 
questioning Madam Mao and the Gang 
of  Four. With Zhou Enlai came hope, he 
would ‘steady the ship of  state’ but 
brainwashing, the betrayal of  friends 
and family continued. Little Winter 
mourned the death of  her mother; there 
was joy too: she and Weiwei married but 
their happiness was short- lived.  Vetta’s 
accomplished, harrowing and powerful 
book is shot through with humanity. The 
inclusion of  real people and events gives 
veracity to Little Winter’s story. 

Its publication is timely, with the 
BBC’s 2 � 	 3 � � � 	 � 	 4 	 5 6 	 7 �

, Michael 
Wood’s 2 � 	 8 � � � 9 � � 3 � � � 7

 and the 
drama 

� � 	 3 � � : �
while suppression 

continues to cast a long shadow on to 
China’s struggle towards democracy.
Brushstrokes in Time by Sylvia Vetta, 
Claret Press, £7.99

This is the latest outing for off-beat 
but likeable DC Simon Waterhouse 
and his wife Sergeant Charlie 
Zailer, created by former junior 
research fellow of Wolfson College, 
Oxford, Sophie Hannah. 

They and the rest of the Culver 
Valley police team must track down 
a murderer, code-named Billy Dead 

Mates because of his habit of 
killing pairs of friends but the 
whodunnit element of the plot is a 
tiny fraction of what makes this a 
superb read. The characters are 
beautifully drawn and it’s full of 
subtle humour.
The Narrow Bed, Sophie Hannah, 
Hodder & Stoughton, £14.99 

An engaging whodunnit
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